Gwinhurst Civic Association
02/02/2026 Minutes 

Officers: Pres Steve Bufflap, Treasurer Dave Paules
# Residents:  7
Special Guests:
NCC Councilman John Cartier
State Rep Larry Lambert
State Senator - Dan Cruce - not present - daniel.cruce@delaware.gov 

[bookmark: _l6dl1ddbsloi]2026 Finance Report

	Total Residences Dues Owed
	659

	Homes that Paid
	

	Amount Collected
	

	Total Contribution Rate
	



Current Balance: $24,783.05
[bookmark: _rkcod9olmdm4]2026 Expenses
	YTD Gross Expenses 
	

	YTD Net Expenses
	



[bookmark: _q9me434dlp9e]Minutes:
Councilman Cartier
· Code enforcement - 3 issues, 1 resolved
· Crime report - nothing of note in terms of increase or issues
· Property Tax bills have been issued
· School district portion (80% of the bill) is allowed to be split between residential vs. commerical properties instead of equal.
· Thus, the school tax portion will be changed.
· There will be a county website to seek a refund. If not requested, this will be a refund applied to next years bill
· In council news - county is in the middle of budgeting process. By end of may a balanced budget must be provided.
· I95N median near churchman’s marsh is a permanent feature and dangerously designed. Be careful! “Jersey barrier”
· 7 parcels of the old city steel site. Had a design for a park (Arc Park?). 309 acres, brownfield. Take a long time, but still in active development.

Representative Lambert
· Septa was threatening to close the Claymont station
· More stops in the morning.
· Avoided closing the R2 line to Delaware. At minimum we get another 2 years of service.
· Energy costs are high. 
· Delmarva has been raising costs. Lambert has requested the Delmarva not raise rates
· They are discussing “micro-reactors” that are size of submarine and can power neighborhoods.
· Delivery charges for Delaware are high, not the fuel cost.
· Accusations about the “Meyer pursued” data center demanding more power than we have available.
· So Delaware needs to produce more local energy so we don’t need to import as much.
· Offshore wind was killed by Fed policy
· What is causing the costs to rise so fast?
· No one knows why. No transparency to the public
· Lambert is bringing in LIHEAP, Delmarva Power, PJM last week of February.
· Cartier clarified that the Delaware city refinery getting a data center has not been permitted. It’s in discussion and is not driving the delivery costs we are currently facing.

Marshall’s Recap of events on the snow plowing on 1/25/2026
· Steve read a prepared statement of what the board did and what the plower did and why we still did not receive adequate service.
· Resident offered name of individual (Bryce Grant) has snow plow removal services.

Other issues:
· Cindy Sanford raised an issue that a renter at Top of the Hill apts is runing a car rental business. But the cars he’s renting are parked on Duckworth in Hillendale.
· Police were called under belief car was abandoned. Police cannot do anything beacuse car is plated and registered and parking on the street is legal.

Other Gwinhurst News
· Next Meeting Monday May 4 2026

